AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA

Health Official through the Veterinar-
ian-in-Charge.

(f) An accredited veterinarian shall
immediately report to the Veterinar-
ian-in-Charge and the State Animal
Health Official all diagnosed or sus-
pected cases of a communicable animal
disease for which a APHIS has a con-
trol or eradication program in 9 CFR
chapter I, and all diagnosed or sus-
pected cases of any animal disease not
known to exist in the United States as
provided by §71.3(b) of this chapter.

(@) While performing accredited
work, an accredited veterinarian shall
take such measures of sanitation as are
necessary to prevent the spread of com-
municable diseases of animals by the
accredited veterinarian.

(h) An accredited veterinarian shall
keep himself or herself currently in-
formed on Federal and State regula-
tions that are provided to him or her
by the Veterinarian-in-Charge, or by a
State official through the Veterinar-
ian-in-Charge, governing the move-
ment of animals, and on procedures ap-
plicable to disease control and eradi-
cation programs, including emergency
programs.

(i) An accredited veterinarian shall
not use or dispense in any manner, any
pharmaceutical, chemical, vaccine or
serum, or other biological product au-
thorized for use under any Federal reg-
ulation or cooperative disease eradi-
cation program, in contravention of ap-
plicable Federal or State statutes, reg-
ulations, and policies.

() An accredited veterinarian shall
be responsible for the security and
proper use of all official certificates,
forms, records, and reports; tags,
bands, or other identification devices;
and approved digital signature capa-
bilities used in his or her work as an
accredited veterinarian and shall take
reasonable care to prevent the misuse
thereof. An accredited veterinarian
shall immediately report to the Veteri-
narian-in-Charge the loss, theft, or de-
liberate or accidental misuse of any
such certificate, form, record, or re-
port; tag, band, or other identification
device; or approved digital signature
capability.

(k) An accredited veterinarian may
issue an origin health certificate for
export use pursuant to part 91 of this

§161.4

chapter without including test results
from a laboratory, if the Veterinarian-
in-Charge has determined that such ac-
tion is necessary to save time in order
to meet an exportation schedule and
agrees to add the test results to the
certificate at a later time. In such
cases, the accredited veterinarian shall
state on a removable attachment to
the certificate that such test results
are to be added by the Veterinarian-in-
Charge.

[57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992; 58 FR 8820, Feb. 17,
1993; 60 FR 39842, Aug. 4, 1995; 60 FR 55443,
Nov. 1, 1995; 62 FR 25445, May 9, 1997]

8§161.4 Suspension or revocation of
veterinary accreditation; criminal
and civil penalties.

(a) The Administrator is authorized
to suspend for a given period of time,
or to revoke, the accreditation of a vet-
erinarian when he or she determines
that the accredited veterinarian has
not complied with the ‘“‘Standards for
Accredited Veterinarian Duties’ as set
forth in §161.3 of this part, or, in lieu
thereof, to issue a written notice of
warning to the accredited veterinarian
when the Administrator determines a
notice of warning will be adequate to
attain compliance with the Standards.

(b) Accreditation shall be automati-
cally terminated when an accredited
veterinarian is not licensed or legally
able to practice veterinary medicine in
at least one State.

(c) Accreditation shall be automati-
cally revoked when an accredited vet-
erinarian is convicted of a crime in ei-
ther State or Federal court, if such
conviction is based on the performance
or nonperformance of any act required
of the veterinarian in his or her capac-
ity as an accredited veterinarian.

(d) Any accredited veterinarian who
knowingly issues or signs a false, in-
correct, or mislabeled animal health or
inspection certificate, blood sample, of-
ficial brucellosis vaccination certifi-
cate, or official tuberculin test certifi-
cate in accordance with this chapter,
shall be subject to such civil penalties
and such criminal liabilities as are pro-
vided by 18 U.S.C. 1001, 21 U.S.C. 117,
122, 127, and 134e, or other applicable
Federal statutes. Such action may be
in addition to, or in lieu of, suspension
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or revocation of accredited veterinar-
ian status in accordance with this sec-
tion.

PART 162—RULES OF PRACTICE
GOVERNING REVOCATION OR
SUSPENSION OF VETERINARIANS’
ACCREDITATION

Subpart A—General

Sec.
162.1 Scope and applicability of rules of
practice.

Subpart B—Supplemental Rules of Practice

162.10 Summary suspension of accreditation
of veterinarians.

162.11 Notification.

162.12 Informal conference.

162.13 Formal complaint.

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 1828; 21 U.S.C. 105,
111-114, 114a, 114a-1, 115, 116, 120, 121, 125, 134b,
134f, 612, and 613; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.2(d).

SOURCE: 57 FR 54915, Nov. 23, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§162.1 Scope and applicability of rules
of practice.

The Uniform Rules of Practice for
the Department of Agriculture promul-
gated in subpart H of part 1, subtitle A,
title 7, Code of Federal Regulations,
are the Rules of Practice applicable to
adjudicatory, administrative proceed-
ings for the revocation or suspension of
accreditation of veterinarians (9 CFR
parts 160 and 161). In addition, the Sup-
plemental Rules of Practice set forth
in subpart B of this part shall be appli-
cable to such proceedings.

Subpart B—Supplemental Rules of
Practice

§162.10 Summary suspension of ac-
creditation of veterinarians.

In any situation where the Adminis-
trator has reason to believe that any
veterinarian accredited under the pro-
visions of 9 CFR parts 160 and 161 of
this subchapter has not complied with
the ‘“Standards for Accredited Veteri-
narian Duties” set forth in §161.3 of
this subchapter, and deems such action
necessary in order to prevent the intro-
duction into the United States or the

9 CFR Ch. | (1-1-99 Edition)

spread from one State to another of a
contagious, infectious, or commu-
nicable disease of animals, or to insure
that animals intended or offered for ex-
port to foreign countries are free from
disease, the Administrator may sus-
pend the accreditation of such veteri-
narian pending final determination in
the proceeding, effective upon oral or
written notification, whichever is ear-
lier. In the event of oral notification, a
written confirmation thereof shall be
given to such veterinarian pursuant to
§1.147(b) of the Uniform Rules of Prac-
tice (7 CFR 1.147(b)) as promptly as cir-
cumstances permit. Such suspension
shall have no relevance with respect to
the final determination in the proceed-

ing.
§162.11 Notification.

The Veterinarian-in-Charge shall no-
tify an accredited veterinarian when
there is reason to believe that the ac-
credited veterinarian has not complied
with the ‘‘Standards for Accredited
Veterinarian Duties’” as contained in
§161.3 of this subchapter. The notifica-
tion shall be in writing, with a copy to
the State Animal Health Official, and
shall include a statement of the basis
for the belief that the accredited vet-
erinarian has failed to comply with the
Standards and shall notify the accred-
ited veterinarian if the Veterinarian-
in-Charge has arranged to hold an in-
formal conference to discuss the mat-
ter.

§162.12

(@) The Veterinarian-in-Charge, in
consultation with the State Animal
Health Official and the accredited vet-
erinarian, shall designate the time and
place for the holding of an informal
conference to review the matter, unless
the Veterinarian-in-Charge determines
that an informal conference is inappro-
priate. An informal conference is inap-
propriate only if the Veterinarian-in-
Charge decides to dismiss the case
based on available facts, or if civil or
criminal charges based on the actions
or inactions believed to be in violation
of the ‘‘Standards for Accredited Vet-
erinarian Duties’ contained in §161.3 of
this subchapter are pending against the
accredited veterinarian. An informal

Informal conference.
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